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Context:
El Salvador is a unique case. Twenty-seven years ago, peace accords were signed that ended a bloody civil war that lasted more than a decade. But since then, the country has been plagued by gang violence, making it difficult to classify it as a post-conflict society. Despite three years of low homicide rates, there are still more than 50 homicides per year per 100,000 inhabitants. Gang-fuelled violence can often seem unstoppable, which means that in the dusty corners of the Corredor Seco and in the green valleys, you will find people trying to rebuild their lives.
Development:
Faced with this situation in this place, the World Food Programme (WFP) has carried out three proposals to try to build peace in this small country.
The first of these proposals is told through the testimony of a Salvadoran woman, María Haydee Villanueva Alejo, who is trying to find some kind of peace and move forward in her struggle to break the cycle of violence. As part of the WFP programme, Maria receives about $80 a month in cash assistance that she uses to buy basic necessities, as well as to buy chickens and turkeys that she raises and sells as part of a small poultry business out of her home. This first programme is intended to help these most vulnerable people living in marginalised communities, whether urban or rural, to get out of this situation.
The second programme carried out is intended to provide cash assistance and artistic training to young people. It is a programme in which young people are involved in the design and direction of the project, where they cover the outside walls of houses with colourful murals and inspiring scenes. For example, there is a mural with a hummingbird that reads: "There is no change without dreams, just as there are no dreams without hope". 
This programme aims to contribute to building a culture of peace by empowering and helping to create leaders at the community level. For this reason, many of the artworks make reference to the need for education, environmentalism and peace, themes that the artists apparently hope will come to life in El Salvador. 
These proposals fail to break the vicious cycle in which San Salvador finds itself, as for the most part, young Salvadorans feel trapped in an endless cycle of violence and poverty. But as SIPRI researcher Caroline Delgado said: "Peace begins to be built at the local level". And this is what these proposals seek to do.
Download:
https://es.wfp.org/historias/la-construccion-de-la-paz-comienza-en-el-barrio
