
 
 

 

 
 

CONTEXT OF ITAKA-ESCOLAPIOS IN MOZAMBIQUE	 

The presence of the Pious Schools in Mozambique dates to November 2016. It was then 
that the first Piarist religious arrived in the Diocese of Pemba, in missionary response to 
the call of the local church.  The Piarist presence is in the north of the country, in the Cabo 
Delgado province, near the border with Tanzania.  There, about two hours by road from 
the capital Pemba, the Piarist mission from the parish of São Luiz Maria Grignon de Monfort 
serves 30 communities in the areas of Minheuene, Meza and Mariri.   

In addition, the parish has the Beata Maria da Paixão escolinha (nursery school) 
attached to it, which is also run by the Piarists.  	 

Since the end of 2018 there has been an agreement between Itaka-Escolapios and the 
Order to promote and support the Piarist mission in Mozambique, with both the parish and 
the Piarist escolinha dependent on it becoming shared projects in the Network.  	 

The Piarist mission in Mozambique is, therefore, still young and small, but it has great 
potential to grow in order to respond to the existing educational, social and pastoral needs.  
With this purpose, from Itaka-Escolapios we are committed to this mission from the very 
beginning, accompanying, and favoring the development of the present and future 
projects of the Piarist Schools in Mozambique.  	 

We approach the presence of the Pious Schools in Mozambique through the testimony 
of Jesús Elizari (Piarist):https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kIddSmJRtw	 

	 

CURRENT SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY AND RESPONSE OF ITAKA PIARISTS  	 

The province of Cabo Delgado has been suffering from neglect and lack of investment for 
decades, and natural disasters, as well as the spread of COVID-19 throughout the region, 
have only aggravated the problem.  The area is rich in natural gas, rubies, graphite, and 
timber, which makes large international companies compete for access to the region.   	 

The population of Cabo Delgado has suffered indiscriminate attacks since 2017: non-
state armed groups that declared their allegiance to ISIS have caused 700,000 
Mozambicans to flee their land.  They raze houses, torture, and rape; they murder men in 
front of their families and recruit minors.  Three-quarters of the displaced are women and 
children.  The 90% of those fleeing have found homes with relatives and friends who have 
few resources.	 

In this context, the Piarist presence in Mozambique has continued to work to support 
the families of the parish and the surrounding area, as well as the many refugees, more 



 
 
 

 

than 300 people, from the northern part of the country (Cabo Delgado), who are fleeing 
the conflict and terrorist attacks.  The population of the parish of Minheuene has 
welcomed these people in their family homes, thus increasing their food and maintenance 
needs.	 

Although officially the life of the country has been paralyzed and in confinement, with 
the escolinha and pastoral activities closed, the population continues to work in the 
"machamba", the fields from which they subsist, and which the extension of the parish has 
made it possible to share and promote.  Thus, what we have been calling the "agro-pastoral 
project", with the intention of increasing its productivity and turning it into a project of 
growth and community development, has been providing employment for a few of those 
young people in the different vegetable gardens and plantations, both in the surroundings 
of the community and in the escolinha, to serve the children's canteen. 


